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Abstract. The purpose of the articleis to investigate romantic relationships 

between men and women of the enemy armies, in this case, the Red Army and the 
Wehrmacht, during the German-Soviet war; to show the attitude of society, relatives, 
military command and the state towards such romances and married couples, which 
often led to condemnation and stigmatization in a militarized society, and the 
prohibition of such relationships and marriages at the state level. Methodology. The 
research is based on the principles of objectivism, scientificity, systematicity, and 
historicism. Historical-comparative and historical-systemic methods are used. Their 
application made it possible to compare the attitude to romantic relations between 
representatives of the belligerent states in Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union at the 
state level and the level of society, to show how the relevant situations were resolved 
by the military leadership at the legislative level. The scientific novelty of the 
research. On the basis of the existing documentary and, mainly, memoir narrative 
material, for the first time in Ukrainian historiography, an attempt was made to 
highlight the problems of romantic relationships between men and women from 
belligerent camps during the German-Soviet war. A number of problems that lovers 
had to face in society, the attitude of their relatives towards such fiancees are 
revealed, the probable reasons that pushed representatives of both sexes to romantic 
relations with representatives of hostile societies are shown and analyzed, how the 



warring states and their leaders reacted to this, and how such relationships between 
young people usually ended. Conclusions. It was found that romantic relationships 
between men and women that represented the belligerent camps were not an isolated 
phenomenon during the German-Soviet conflict. These couples usually faced a lot of 
problems at the household, legislative, state and social levels. In the absolute majority 
of cases, they became objects of prejudice in the militarized society, they were not 
taken seriously, or their relatives were hostile to them, and the states, due to their 
ideological postulates, prohibited such relationships at the legislative level. Under the 
pressure of all these factors, lovers usually broke up over time, because they could not 
live in such conditions, only a few managed to arrange a family life. 

Keywords: German-Soviet war, love, woman, soldier, occupation, Nazis, sexua-
lity, Soviet power, society, girl. 

 


